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FARM EXODUS 
ANNCR: 

AT THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION THEY CALL IT THE 
CASE OF THE DISAPPEARING FARMER, AND THE MYSTERY NOVEL APPROACH 
TO THE SITUATION IS NOT ENTIRELY WRONG, A LOT OF QUESTIONS ARE 
LEFT UNANSWERED ABOUT THE EXODUS FROM THE FARMS IN MANY PARTS OF 
THE WORLD. FROM GENEVA, RICHARD KILIAN SENDS THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT. 

VOICE: 

IN ROUGHLY EQUAL NUMBERS, SIXTY MILLION FARMERS IN BOTH FREE 
MARKET AND PLANNED ECONOMIES LEFT THE FIELDS DURING THE TWENTY 
YEARS FROM NINETEEN FIFTY TO NINETEEN SEVENTY. AND INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR ORGANIZATION STATISTICS PREDICT THAT ANOTHER SIXTY MILLION 
WILL FOLLOW THAT PATH BEFORE THE END OF THE CENTURY. AT THE 
SAME TIME, THE ILO SAYS THE AGRICULTURAL POPULATION IS GROWING 
OLDER. 

THE I.L.0. STATISTICS FOR THE WEST INDLUDE MOST OF WESTERN 
EUROPE, AUSTRALIA, CANADA, JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES. THE 
EASTERN STATISTICS COVER EASTERN EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UNION. 

IF THE PROJECTIONS PROVE CORRECT, THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND 
WILL FIND ONLY TEN MILLION WESTERN FARMERS COMPARED TO SEVENTY 
MILLION IN IN NINETEEN-FIFTY. AND THOSE UNDER AGE TWENTY-FIVE 
WILL HAVE DWINDLED FROM SIXTEEN MILLION TO FOUR-HUNDRED 
THOUSAND, FOR THE EAST, THE SOVIET UNION'S FARM POPULATION IS 
EXPECTED TO NUMBER ELEVEN MILLION. THAT'S DOWN FROM FIFTY-TWO 


MILLION IN NINETEEN FIFTY. 
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IN ALL COUNTRIES COVERED BY THE STUDY, THE AGE OF FARM 
WORKERS IS ON THE RISE. THE STUDY SAYS THIS AGING PHENOMENON 
IS STRIKING BECAUSE THERE IS PRACTICALLY NO COMPARABLE TREND IN 
OTHER ECONOMIC SECTORS. 

THE I.L.0. PROJECTION FOR THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND SHOWS AN 
ACTIVE WORKING POPULATION IN FREE MARKET ECONOMY COUNTRIES OF 
FOUR HUNDRED MILLION PEOPLE WHILE THE COUNTRIES OF FASTERN 
EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UNION WILL HAVE SLIGHTLY MORE THAN HALF 
THAT NUMBER, 

ONLY ABOUT TWO-AND-ONE=-HALF PERCENT OF THAT ACTIVE POPULATION 
WILL BE WORKING IN AGRICULTURE IN THE WEST WHILE FIGHT-AND-ONE—-HALF 
PERCENT WILL BE ON THE FARMS IN THE PLANNED ECONOMIES, 

THE AUTHOR OF THE STATISTICAL REPORT, JIM YPSILANTIS, SAYS 
THE FIGURES POSE SEVERAL QUESTIONS. AMONG THEM, WHETHER FARM 
WORKERS ARE BEING MADE REDUNDANT BY TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES, WHETHER 
TECHNOLOGY WILL CONTINUE TO INCREASE FARM PRODUCTIVIXY LEVELS, 

WHETHER FARM LIFE IS TOO RESTRICTIVE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 

MISTER YPSILANTI ANSWERED THE LAST QUESTION BY SAYING THAT 
YOUNG PEOPLE THESE DAYS WANT A PAY CHECK ON FRIDAY EVENING AFTER 
WORK AND THE KNOWLEDGE THAT THEY CAN GO OUT DANCING AND NOT WORRY 
ABOUT WORK UNTIL THE NEXT DAY, 

THE YOUNG FARMER LIKE OTHER YOUNG PEOPLE, THE STATISTICIAN 
SAYS, DOES NOT WANT TO POSTPONE THE GRATIFICATIONS OFFERED BY 
THE CONSUMER SOCIETY NOR DOES HE WANT TO FEEL ISOLATED. MISTER 
YPSILANTIS SAID THAT EVIDENCE SUPPORTING THIS VIEW ALSO INDICATES 
THAT GIRLS ARE NOT TOO INTERESTED IN YOUNG FARMERS OR IN THE 
HARD WORK OF BEING A FARMERS WIFE. 

BUT THOSE ANSERS TO SOME OF THE QUESTIONS GO ONLY PART WAY 
TOWARD SOLVING THE MYSTERY OF THE DISAPPEARING FARMER, 
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